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Assessment of the Domestic 
Violent Extremism Threat 
March 2021 

• The Intelligence Community 
(IC) assessed Domestic Violent 
Extremists (DVEs) 

• Motivation: a range of 
ideologies, galvanized by 
recent events in the US

• Pose an elevated threat to the 
Homeland in 2021.

National-Strategy-for-Countering-Domestic-Terrorism.pdf (whitehouse.gov)

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/National-Strategy-for-Countering-Domestic-Terrorism.pdf


Federal law defines “domestic 
terrorism” as:

• “…Involves acts dangerous to 
human life… a violation of the 
criminal laws of the US or any 
State; 

• Intended to intimidate or coerce a 
civilian population, 

• Influence the policy of the 
government by intimidation or 
coercion, or

• Affect the conduct of a 
government; and occurs primarily 
within the territorial jurisdiction of 
the United States.” 





Today’s domestic 
terrorism threat 

• Racially or ethnically 
motivated 

• Violent extremists & 
networks 

• Racial, ethnic, or religious 
hatred leads them toward 
violence…



Key threat components 
• Anti–government or anti–

authority violent extremists 
• Includes self–proclaimed 

“militias” and militia violent 
extremists 
• Take steps to violently 

resist government 
authority 

• And/or facilitate its 
overthrow.



Strategic Goal 1.1: 
Enhance research and 
analysis.

Strategic Goal 1.2: 
Improve information 
sharing across all levels.

Strategic Goal 1.3: 
Illuminate trans-national 
aspects of domestic 
terrorism.



Strategic Goal 2.1: 
Strengthen domestic 
terrorism prevention 
resources and services.

Strategic Goal 2.2: 
Address online terrorist 
recruitment and 
mobilization to violence 
by domestic terrorists.



Strategic Goal 3.1: 
Enable investigation and 
prosecution of domestic 
terrorism crimes.

Strategic Goal 3.3: 
Ensure screening and 
vetting processes consider 
the full range of terrorism 
threats.



An indictment merely alleges that crimes have been committed, and defendants 
are presumed innocent until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.



An indictment merely alleges that crimes have been committed, and defendants 
are presumed innocent until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.



NSI

• The Nationwide Suspicious Activity Reporting (SAR) 
Initiative (NSI) is a joint collaborative effort by DHS, the 
FBI, and State, Local, Tribal, Territorial law enforcement 
partners. 

• Provides LE with a tool to help prevent terrorism and 
other criminal activity to include narcotics, weapons and 
human trafficking.

Nationwide SAR Initiative (NSI) | Homeland Security (dhs.gov)

https://www.dhs.gov/nsi
https://www.dhs.gov/nsi


NSI
Online SAR Training for Law Enforcement and Hometown Security Partners

https://www.dhs.gov/nationwide-sar-initiative-nsi/online-sar-training


Questions?

Please send any content updates or questions to Mike Sena – msena@ncric.ca.gov

mailto:msena@ncric.ca.gov
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